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AHRQôs mission statement 

The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality's 

(AHRQ) mission is to  

 

1) produce evidence to make health care safer, higher 

quality, more accessible, equitable, and affordable, 

and  

2) to work within the U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services and with other partners to make 

sure that the evidence is understood and used. 



1.Research to improve health care patient safety. 

 

2.Harnessing data and technology to improve health 

care quality and patient outcomes and to provide a 

360-degree view of the patient. 

 

3.Research to increase accessibility and affordability 

of health care by examining innovative market 

approaches to care delivery and financing. 

AHRQ's Research Priority Areas 



HHS four secretarial strategic priorities 

Å Combating the opioid crisis 

 

Å Bringing down the high cost of prescription 

  drugs 

 

Å Addressing the cost and availability of  health 

 insurance 

 

Å Transforming our healthcare system to a 

 value-based system 



Notice Number: NOT-HS-18-015: 

Special Emphasis Notice (SEN): AHRQ Announces Interest in 

Health Services Research to Address the Opioids Crisis  

 

 

Notice Number: NOT-HS-16-010 

AHRQ Announces Interest in Research that Uses Shared Decision 

Making as a Tool to Improve the Quality of Care for Low Income and 

Racial and Ethnic Minority Patients  

Notice Number: NOT-HS-18-011  

Notice of Intent to Publish Funding Opportunity Announcement to 

Promote Screening and Management of Unhealthy Alcohol Use in 

Primary Care (R18)  

AHRQ Research Funding Priorities &  

Special Emphasis Notices 





http://www.ahrq.gov/funding/fund-opps/index.html 



Training Programs 

for Individuals 

                             Investigator Stage 

Predoctoral Postdoctoral Early Career 

Health Services Research Dissertation Awards (R36) X     

AHRQ National Research Service Award (NRSA) 

Individual Postdoctoral Fellowship (F32) 
  X   

AHRQ National Research Service Award (NRSA) 

Institutional Health Services Research Training 

Program (T32) 

X X   

AHRQ Mentored Clinical Scientist Research Career 

Development Award (K08) 
    X 

AHRQ Mentored Research Scientist Research Career 

Development Award (K01) 
    X 

Research Training & Education 
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Research Projects  

R36: Dissertation Grants To support health services research (with emphasis 

placed on methodological and research topics that address the mission of AHRQ) 

undertaken as part of an academic program to qualify for a doctorate.  

R03: Small Research Project Grants to provide research support specifically 

limited in time and amount for studies in categorical program areas. Small grants 

provide flexibility for initiating studies, which are generally for preliminary short-

term projects and are non-renewable.  

R01: Research Project to support a discrete, specified, circumscribed project to 

be performed by the named investigator(s) in an area representing his specific 

interest and competencies.  

Grant Mechanism codes, application types & descriptions. 



R18:  Research Demonstration and Dissemination Projects to provide 

support designed to develop, test and evaluate health service 

activities, and to foster the application of existing knowledge for the 

control of categorical diseases.  

R21:  Exploratory/Development Grants To encourage new exploratory 

and developmental research projects by providing support for the 

early and conceptual stages of these projects.  

R24:  Resource-related Research Project to support research projects 

that enhance capabilities to contribute to extramural research of the 

Public Health Service (PHS) and the development of a translational 

research capability. As an applicant, you will be solely responsible for 

planning, directing, and executing the proposed project.  

Grant Mechanism codes, application types 
                                  (Cont.)  



Grant Mechanism codes, application types 
                                  (Cont.)  

R13: Conference Grants to support recipient sponsored and directed international, national or 

regional meetings, conferences and workshops.  

 

Cooperative Agreements  

U01: Research Project/Cooperative Agreements (RFA Only) to support a discrete, specified, 

circumscribed project to be performed by the named investigator(s) in an area representing his 

specific interest and competencies. These are usually cooperative programs between 

participating principal investigators, institutions, and the sponsoring Institution(s). 

U18: Research Demonstration/Cooperative Agreements (RFA Only) to provide support for 

testing, by means of a research design, the effectiveness of the transfer and application of 

techniques or interventions derived from a research base for the control of diseases or disorders 

or for the promotion of health. These are usually cooperative programs between participating 

principal investigators, institutions, and the sponsoring Institution(s). 

  



NIH & AHRQ Grant 
Application Similarities 

Â Announcement publication:   

�± NIH Guide for Grants and http://www.grants.gov 

 

Â Application forms:  

�± Form 424 Research and Related (SF 424 
R&R) 
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/424/ind
ex.htm  

 

Â Application submission and referral �± NIH 
Center for Scientific Review (CRS) 

 


