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Past, Present, and Future

“To keep America competitive into the future, 
we must trust in the skill of our scientists and 
engineers and empower them to pursue the 
breakthroughs of tomorrow… So I ask 
Congress to double federal support for critical 
basic research in the physical sciences and 
ensure America remains the most dynamic 
nation on Earth.”

- President George W. Bush
United States Capitol
January 28, 2008

“At such a difficult moment, there are those 
who say we cannot afford to invest in 
science, that support for research is 
somehow a luxury at moments defined by 
necessities. I fundamentally disagree. 
Science is more essential for our prosperity, 
our security, our health, our environment, 
and our quality of life than it has ever been 
before.”

- President Barack Obama
April 27, 2009
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“Whether it’s improving our health or 
harnessing clean energy, protecting our 
security or succeeding in the global economy, 
our future depends on reaffirming America’s  
role as the world’s engine of scientific 
discovery and technological innovation.”

-President Barack Obama
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