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Pew Research Center is a nonpartisan fact tank that informs the public about the issues, attitudes and trends shaping
America and the world. We conduct public opinion polling, demographic research, content analysis and other data-driven
social science research. We do not take policy positions. All of our research is available at www.pewresearch.org. We are a

subsidiary of The Pew Charitable Trusts, our primary funder.

Major research areas:

 U.S. politics and policy

* Journalism and media

* Internet, science and technology
* Religion and public life

* Hispanic trends

* Global attitudes and trends

e Social and demographic trends
* Research methodology

Follow us on Twitter at:

, @Pewresearch
@Facttank



http://www.pewresearch.org/
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Data sources

Nationally representative surveys of U.S. adults conducted by the Pew
Research Center

* Telephone surveys

* Views of national institutions and trend on views of the impact colleges and
university

* Views of main purpose and usefulness of college education

* Web survey using probability-based American Trends Panel
* Views of direction of higher education

Pew Research Center %{%
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Effect of national institutions on the way things are
going in the country

Negative M Positive
Churches and religious 26%
organizations
Co!lege§ Fmd 36
universities
Labor unions 32

Banks and other

financial institutions 46
The national
news media 63

Survey of U.S. adults conducted June 8-18, 2017 P€W ResearCh C€Ilt€I' %
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Colleges and universities have a positive/negative
effect on the way things are going in the country

POSITIVE
2010 2012 2015 2016 2017

26
26 28 30

36
NEGATIVE

Surveys of U.S. adults Pew Research Center %
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Colleges and universities have a positive/negative
effect on the country, by party

Among Rep/Lean Rep Among Dem/Lean Dem
67 70 72 72
(0]
58% 5g 0°% —
POSITIVE 53 54
45
NEGATIVE 43
37
329% 3° 36
22% 19 22 18 19

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Surveys of U.S. adults Pew Research Center %
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" Higher education system in the U.S. today is
generally going in the wrong/right direction

Wrong direction Right direction

All adults 61% 38%
Rep/Lean Rep 73

Dem/Lean Dem 52

Survey of U.S. adults conducted June 19-July 2, 2018 P€W ResearCh C€Ilt€I' %
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in the wrong direction

Tuition costs are too high 84Y%

Students are not getting the skills they
need to succeed in the workplace 65

Too much concern about protecting
students from views they might find 54
offensive

Professors are bringing their political

and social views into the classroom 50

Survey of U.S. adults conducted June 19-July 2, 2018 Pew ResearCh Center %
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I\/Iaj”or reasons for saying higher education is going
in the wrong direction, by party

® Dem/Lean Dem  ® Rep/Lean Rep

Tuition costs are too high ® ®
77 92
Students are not getting the skills they
. o o
need to succeed in the workplace
56 73
Too much concern about protecting
students from views they might find ® ®
offensive 31 75
Professors are bringing their political ° °
and social views into the classroom
0% 17 79 100%

Survey of U.S. adults conducted June 19-July 2, 2018 P€W RGSGaI'Ch Center %
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Personal and Skills and knowledge
intellectual growth for the workplace

All adults 35% 50%
Rep/Lean Rep 28

Dem/Lean Dem 42

Survey of U.S. adults conducted May 25-June 29, 2016 P€W ResearCh C€Ilt€I' %
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College graduates with four-year degrees who say
their own college education was very useful in each

Skills for workplace
Rep/Lean Rep 53%
Dem/Lean Dem 52%
Job opportunities
Rep/Lean Rep
Dem/Lean Dem
Personal growth
Rep/Lean Rep
Dem/Lean Dem 75

(o)l Ne)i
o = =

Survey of U.S. adults conducted May 25-June 29, 2016 PQW ReseaI'Ch Center %
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Pew Research Center %

Contact Information

Visit our website: pewresearch.org

Follow us on Twitter at:
@pewresearch
@facttank




