
Questionnaire About People, Government,  
and How You Spend Personal or Private Time 

 
Dear Cal State Fullerton Student: 
 
You are requested to answer a few questions about your own views, and your 
own activities.  The answers that you provide will be helpful in research that may 
benefit our university.   
 
In every case, no individual answers will ever be reported or used.  Only group 
averages will be reported, usually in comparison to other groups.  We hope you 
will answer the questions, and thank you in advance for doing so.  There are no 
right or wrong answers. 
 
You should also know that providing answers to this questionnaire is voluntary. If 
you decline to answer these questions, there will be no adverse effect on your 
grades in this course, or any other aspect of your career as a student at Cal 
State Fullerton.   
 
 
 

First, see the space for I.D. Number at the upper left.   
Using the first two columns, beginning at the left-most column, write in and 
bubble in the number of this class section.  For example, if this class is Section 
Seven of Political Science 100, you would fill in the columns like this. 
 

I.D. NUMBER 
0 7         
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 
4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 
5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 
6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 
7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 
8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 
9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 

 

 



 
 

Second, in the next four columns, indicate the last four numbers of your parents’ 
home telephone number.  For example, if your parents’ home number was 278-
1357, you would fill in the columns like this. 
 

I.D. NUMBER 
0 7 1 3 5 7     
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 
4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 
5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 
6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 
7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 
8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 
9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 

 

 
 
 
 

Third, in the last four columns, indicate the year in which you were born.  For 
example, if you were born in 1983, you would fill in the columns like this. 
 

I.D. NUMBER 
0 7 1 3 5 7 1 9 8 3 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 
4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 
5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 
6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 
7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 
8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 
9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 

 

 



 
 

Finally, Look to the right of the place for your name.  (We do not need or want to 
know your name.  Don’t bubble that in.)   
 See the columns that say “CODE.” 
 
 Using the table below, find the code for your major, or the major you 
think you will declare.  Enter the corresponding pair of letters under “CODE.” 
 
 For example, if your major is Philosophy, enter  PH 
 

List of Undergraduate Majors 
AE Afro-Ethnic Studies    AS American Studies 
AN Anthropology     AR Art 
AA Asian-American Studies   BC Biochemistry 
BS Biological Science    BA Business Administration 
CH Chemistry     CS Chicana/Chicano Studies 
CA Child and Adolescent Development   CE Civil Engineering 
CO Communications    CD Communicative Disorders 
CL Comparative Literature   RS Comparative Religion  
CS Computer Science    CJ Criminal Justice 
DA Dance      EC Economics 
EE Electrical Engineering   
EG Engineering (Engineering Science)  EN English 
FR French      GG Geography 
GL Geology     GR German 
HS Health Science    HI History 
HU Human Services     
SC Human Communication Studies  IB International Business 
JA Japanese     KI Kinesiology 
LA Latin American Studies   LS Liberal Studies 
LI Linguistics     MA Mathematics 
ME Mechanical Engineering   MU Music 
NU Nursing     PH Philosophy 
PY Physics     PS Political Science 
PY Psychology     PU Public Administration 
RT Radio-TV-Film     RS Religious Studies 
SO Sociology     SP Spanish 
SM Special Major     SC Speech Communication 
TA Theatre Arts     WS Women’s Studies 
 
UU Undeclared:  I have no major and don’t know what I will choose 
YY I am a graduate student or other postbaccalaureate student 
ZZ Other 



 
 

Next, please answer some questions about your views on some current 
issues.  There are no right or wrong answers. 
 

 
1. Do you think that things in Orange County are generally going in the right 

direction or are they generally off on the wrong track? 
(A) Generally going in the right direction   
(B) Generally off on the wrong track 

 
2. What about California?  Do you think that things in California are generally going 

in the right direction or are they generally off on the wrong track? 
(A) Generally going in the right direction   
(B) Generally off on the wrong track 

 
3. Overall, do you approve or disapprove of the way that Gray Davis is handling his 

job as governor of California? 
(A) Strongly Approve   (B) Somewhat Approve 
(C) Somewhat Disapprove  (D) Strongly Disapprove 

 
4. Overall, do you approve or disapprove of the way that the California Legislature 

is handling its job? 
(A) Strongly Approve  (B) Somewhat Approve 
(C) Somewhat Disapprove  (D) Strongly Disapprove 

 
5. As you may know, California will have a special election on October 7th, to 

decide whether to recall governor Gray Davis, among other things.  Lots of 
people will be too busy to cast a ballot for the October special election.  How 
about you?  Would you say you are absolutely certain, extremely likely, 
somewhat likely, unlikely, or absolutely certain not to vote in the October special 
election? 

(A) Absolutely Certain  (B) Extremely Likely 
(C) Somewhat Likely  (D) Unlikely 
(E) Absolutely Certain Not to vote 

 
6. If the special election to recall Governor Davis were held today, would you vote 

yes to remove Davis as governor or no to keep Davis as governor? 
(A) I would vote yes to remove Davis as governor 
(B) I would vote no to keep Davis as governor 
(C) I do not plan to vote 

 
A large number of people plan to run for governor in the special October election.  For 
each of the following, please tell me whether you strongly support, somewhat support, 
somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose him or her as a candidate for governor. 
 

7. Lieutenant governor Cruz Bustamante, a Democrat 
(A) Strongly Support   (B) Somewhat Support 
(C) Somewhat Oppose  (D) Strongly Oppose 

 



8. Green Party leader and former candidate for governor Peter Camejo 
(A) Strongly Support   (B) Somewhat Support 
(C) Somewhat Oppose  (D) Strongly Oppose 

 
9. Columnist Arianna Huffington, an Independent 

(A) Strongly Support   (B) Somewhat Support 
(C) Somewhat Oppose  (D) Strongly Oppose 

 
10. State Senator Thomas McClintock, a Republican 

(A) Strongly Support   (B) Somewhat Support 
(C) Somewhat Oppose  (D) Strongly Oppose 

 
11. Actor Arnold Schwarzenegger, a Republican 

(A) Strongly Support   (B) Somewhat Support 
(C) Somewhat Oppose  (D) Strongly Oppose 

 
12. Investor and former candidate for governor Bill Simon, a Republican 

(A) Strongly Support   (B) Somewhat Support 
(C) Somewhat Oppose  (D) Strongly Oppose 

 
13. Investor and former baseball commissioner Peter Ueberroth, a Republican 

running as an independent 
(A) Strongly Support   (B) Somewhat Support 
(C) Somewhat Oppose  (D) Strongly Oppose 

 
14. If governor Davis is recalled and removed from office, which of the following 

would you vote for as his replacement, if the election were held today? 
(A) One of these:  Schwarzenegger, Simon, or McClintock  See 
question #15. 
(B) One of these:  Huffington or Ueberroth  See question #16. 
(C) One of these:  Bustamante or Camejo   See question #17.  
(D) I plan to vote for another candidate 
(E) I do not plan to vote 

 
15. Considering these, which candidate would you vote for, if the election were held 

today? 
(A) Arnold Schwarzenegger 
(B) Bill Simon 
(C) Thomas McClintock 
(D) I do not plan to vote for any of these candidates 

 
16. Considering these, which candidate would you vote for, if the election were held 

today? 
(A) Arianna Huffington 
(B) Peter Ueberroth 
(C) I do not plan to vote for any of these candidates 

 



17. Considering these, which candidate would you vote for, if the election were held 
today? 

(A) Cruz Bustamante 
(B) Peter Camejo 
(C) I do not plan to vote for either of these candidates 

 
18. Also on the October ballot will be Proposition 54, sometimes called the “Racial 

Privacy Initiative,” sponsored by UC Regent Ward Connerly.  Would you say you 
are very familiar, somewhat familiar, somewhat unfamiliar, or very unfamiliar with 
Proposition 54? 

(A) Very familiar   (B) Somewhat Familiar 
(C) Somewhat Unfamiliar  (D) Very Unfamiliar 

 
19. The Racial Privacy Initiative on the October ballot in California would prohibit 

state and local governments from using race, ethnicity, color or national origin to 
classify current or prospective students, contractors, or employees in public 
education, contracting or employment operations.  If the election were held 
today, would you vote yes or no on this measure? 

(A) I would vote yes to approve the Racial Privacy Initiative 
(B) I would vote no on the initiative 
(C) I do not plan to vote on the initiative 

 
 
 

Next, please answer some questions about your ideas and views. 
 

 
 

20. Do you think most people would try to take advantage of you if they got a 
chance, or would they try to be fair? 

(A) would try to take advantage of you 
(B) would try to be fair 

 
21. Would you say that most of the time people try to be helpful, or that they are 

mostly just looking out for themselves? 
(A) people try to be helpful 
(B) people are mostly just looking out for themselves 

 
22. Generally speaking, would you say that most people can be trusted, or that you 

can't be too careful in dealing with people? 
  (A) most people can be trusted 
  (B) you can’t be too careful in dealing with people 
 
Please indicate the importance to you personally of each of the following.  

In questions 23-43, please make one of the following choices 
  (A)  Essential    (B) Very Important 
  (C)  Somewhat Important  (D) Not Important 
 

23. Becoming accomplished in one of the performing arts (acting, dancing, etc.) 
24. Becoming an authority in my field 
25. Obtaining recognition from my colleagues for contributions to my special field 



26. Influencing the political structure 
27. Influencing social values 
28. Raising a family 
29. Having administrative responsibility for the work of others 
30. Being very well off financially 
31. Helping others who are in difficulty 
32. Making a theoretical contribution to science 
33. Writing original works (poems, novels, short stories, etc.) 
34. Creating artistic work (painting, sculpture, decorating, etc.) 
35. Becoming successful in a business of my own 
36. Becoming involved in programs to clean up the environment 
37. Developing a meaningful philosophy of life 
38. Participating in a community action program 
39. Helping to promote racial understanding 
40. Keeping up to date with political affairs 
41. Becoming a community leader 
42. Integrating spirituality into my life 
43. Improving my understanding of other countries and cultures 

 
 
 

Next, we are interested in whether or not you have done some things having to 
do with government and politics. 
 
Please tell us which of the following that you have done in the past year.   
 
       In questions 44 – 51, please make one of the following choices. 
             (A)  Yes  (B)  No 
 

 
44. Worked for a political cause or party?   
45. Worked for a candidate?    

 
46. Displayed a political button, bumper sticker, or yard sign? 
47. Donated money to a particular political cause or candidate? 
48. Served on a committee for some local organization? 
49. Served as an officer of some club or organization? 
50. Attended a public meeting on town or school affairs? 
51. Voted in the past two years?  

 
 
 

Next, we are interested in some things you may have done in your private life, on 
your own time. 
 

• Please tell us how many times during the past year that you… 
 

52. Did volunteer work. 
   (A) No times at all  (B) One time 
   (C) Two to four times  (D) Five times or more 



 
53. Worked on a community project. 

   (A) No times at all  (B) One time 
   (C) Two to four times   (D) Five times or more 
 

54. Went to church, synagogue, mosque or temple. 
   (A) No times at all  (B) One time 
   (C) Two to four times  (D) Five times or more 
 

55. Went to a club meeting. 
   (A) No times at all  (B) One time 
   (C) Two to four times  (D) Five times or more 
 

56. Formal groups include clubs, educational, civic, and political organizations, 
unions, athletic & church organizations, etc.  Right now, how many different 
formal groups do you belong to?  

   (A) No groups at all  (B) One group 
   (C) Two to four groups (D) Five groups or more 
 
 
 

Next, we would like to know about your own views about some issues related to 
government.   
 

• Please give your own opinion about each of the following 
questions.   

There are no right or wrong answers. 
 
 

57. Free speech should be granted to everyone regardless of how intolerant they are 
of other people’s opinions. 

(A) Strongly Agree  (B) Somewhat Agree 
(C) Somewhat Disagree (D) Strongly Disagree 

 
58. All adult citizens should be allowed to vote, regardless of how ignorant they may 

be.   (A) Strongly Agree  (B) Somewhat Agree 
(C) Somewhat Disagree (D) Strongly Disagree 

 
59. Even if I tried, I could not have much impact on what government does in my 

community.  (A) Strongly Agree  (B) Somewhat Agree 
(C) Somewhat Disagree (D) Strongly Disagree 

 
60. If a group asks to use a public building to hold a meeting denouncing the 

government, their request should be granted. 
(A) Strongly Agree  (B) Somewhat Agree 
(C) Somewhat Disagree (D) Strongly Disagree 

 
61. Foreigners who dislike our government and criticize it should be allowed to visit 

or study here. ( A) Strongly Agree  (B) Somewhat Agree 
(C) Somewhat Disagree (D) Strongly Disagree 

 



62. In a referendum about raising taxes, non-taxpayers should be allowed to vote. 
   (A) Strongly Agree  (B) Somewhat Agree 

(C) Somewhat Disagree (D) Strongly Disagree 
 

63. Following his or her conscience, a teacher should be allowed to refuse to salute 
the flag at a school assembly. 

(A) Strongly Agree  (B) Somewhat Agree 
(C) Somewhat Disagree (D) Strongly Disagree 

 
64. Some racial or religious groups in our country have too much political influence. 

   (A) Strongly Agree  (B) Somewhat Agree 
(C) Somewhat Disagree (D) Strongly Disagree 

 
 
 

 

Finally, please answer some questions about yourself, which are only for 
classification purposes.  Once again, your answers will never be reported 
individually, only as part of groups and averages. 
 

 
65. What is your sex (gender)?  (A) Male  (B) Female 

 
66. In what year of college are you now? 

(A) FIRST TIME Freshman  
(B) Continuing Freshman (NOT first time), or Sophomore 
(C) Junior    
(D) Senior 
(E) Other:  graduate student or unclassified 

 
67. Before coming to Cal State Fullerton, did you attend a community college? 

(A) Yes  (B) No 
 
68. Many people have not had a chance to register to vote.  How about you?  Are 

you registered to vote, or not? 
  (A) Yes, I am registered to vote  

(B) I am not registered to vote, even though I am at least 18 years old. 
(C) I am not eligible to vote:  I am too young. 
(D) I am not eligible to vote:  I am not a U.S. citizen. 
(E) I am not eligible to vote for some other reason. 

 
69. With which political party are you registered to vote? 

(A) Republican     
(B) Democratic 
(C) Other party, such as Green  
(D) Registered “Decline to State” [Independent] 
(E)  I am not registered to vote 

 



70. Where would you say you get most of your information about public policy 
issues?  (Please choose ONE answer.) 

(A) Newspapers    (B) Television or radio 
(C) Magazines and newsletters  (D) The Internet 
(E) Talking to people 

 
71. How do you describe your race or ethnicity? 

(A) Black or African-American  (B) Asian 
(C) Hispanic or Latino    (D) Caucasian or White 
(E) Other 

 
72. In what county do you make your home? 

(A) Orange County     
(B) Los Angeles, San Bernardino, San Diego or Riverside County 
(C) Other California county 
(D) My home is in another U.S. state 
(E) My home is in another country, not in the United States 

 
 
 
 

This concludes our questionnaire.  Once again, thank you for your help. 
 

 


