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The Important Work of Keeping
Guns Off Campus

By Andy Pelosi and John Johnson

C

olleges and universities are charged with providing
a safe environment for students, faculty, staff
and visitors. Accordingly, nearly all colleges and
universities—public and private—have adopted
policies that prohibit or severely restrict firearm possession on
their campuses.
These gun-free policies have helped make postsecondary
education institutions some of the safest places in the country.
According to the U.S. Department of Education, the number
of homicides on U.S. college campuses is typically less than 25
deaths per year. Additionally, the department has placed the
overall homicide rate on college campuses at .07 per 100,000
persons.1 In comparison, the homicide rate in the United States
for persons aged 17 to 29 is 14.1 per 100,000 persons, a rate
200 times that in the college population.2
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to regulate firearms on their campuses. While these so-called
“guns-on-campus” bills have failed in most states, they have
passed in some form in eight states: Utah (2004), Wisconsin
(2011), Mississippi (2011), Florida (2012), Arkansas (2013),
Kansas (2013), North Carolina (2013) and Idaho (2014).
The gun lobby argues that if private citizens carried
concealed weapons, we would all be safer. But this is simply not
the case. Study after study has shown that where there are more
guns, there are more gun deaths and injuries. Armed students
would be unlikely to prevent a mass shooting. Furthermore,
the unintended consequences that would result if guns were
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to become readily available to students—a shooting during
an argument or dispute, attempted suicide, unintentional
shooting—are real and would make college campuses more
dangerous every hour of every day.
Virtually every stakeholder group—college leaders, public
safety officials, faculty, students and parents—are ardently
against the idea of state mandates to allow guns on campus. For
example, in two different surveys of faculty and students at 15
midwestern colleges last year, findings demonstrated that:
n 97 percent of faculty members felt safe on campus, and 94

percent opposed on-campus concealed-carry. Further, 82
percent said they would feel less safe if faculty, students and
visitors were allowed to carry guns.3
n The majority (78 percent) of students were not supportive of

concealed handguns on campuses, and 78 percent claimed
that they would not obtain a permit to carry a handgun
on campus, if it were legal. Those who perceived more
disadvantages to carrying handguns on campus were females
who did not own firearms, did not have a firearm in the
home growing up, and were not concerned with becoming a
victim of crime.4
America’s colleges and universities cannot afford to sit
on the sidelines on this issue, as strong opposition from the
educational community is the best way to defeat the gun lobby’s
dangerous agenda. We urge the higher education community—
administrators, faculty, parents and students—to continue to
take a stand and remain active in their state legislatures. Guns
on campus bills can be defeated, but doing so requires our
vigilance. While it takes courage to stand up to the gun lobby,
working to defeat these bills will help keep our students safe. P
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